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is much
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a specialist in your particular area will
be unable to report it without distor
tion. Second, you may complain that I
am asking you to do a job that should
really be done by the textbook writer:
synthesis and presentation of ecologi
cal concepts and data. This is indeed
correct, and would be a good rejoin
der in an ideal world with unlimited
time and resources.
A textbook writer weighs many fac
tors in deciding whether or not to in
clude findings from a particular study.
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unaware that the study was published.
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locate references on any topic. But once
a study is noted, I go though the paper
with a series of simple questions:

good

studies

there are

that not all of

them can be reported in a textbook, lest
an encyclopedia.

it become

Neverthe

many have recommended (Ehrlich 1993,
Abel
Watson

et al. 1998, Lubchenco
1998,
1999). Without a clear sum

mary, your valuable research may
make the impact it should.

Literature cited
Abel,

N.,

H. Ross,

and P. Walker.

1998. Mental models

in rangeland

research, communication,
agement.

Rangelands

and man
Journal 20:

77-91.
Ehrlich,

P. R. 1993. Communication:

how can ecologists

get their mes

in D. A.
sage out? Pages 295-301
Saunders, R. J. Hobbs, and P. R.

Ehrlich, editors.Reconstructionof
fragmented ecosystems. Surrey Beatty
& Sons, Chipping Norton, New
South Wales, Australia.
Lubchenco, J. 1998. Entering the cen
tury of the environment:
a new
social contract for science. Sci
ence 279:491-497.
R. 1999. Common themes for
ecologists in global issues. Journal

Watson,

of Applied

Ecology

36:1-10.

Charles
1) What

is the main

ecological

concept or hypothesis under study?
2) What have the authors found
out, and how do their findings relate
to theoriginal ideas?
3) How can these resultsbe sum
marized in a tableor graph?

not

J. Krebs

Department of Zoology
University

of British Columbia

Vancouver,BC
Canada V6T ]Z4

(604) 822-4595
Fax: (604) 822-2416
E-mail: krebs@zoology.ubc.ca

Education for Conser
vation: We Need to Do
More
Seven a.m. of a bright, sunny day. I
don't bother to decipher the cacophony
of the simultaneous talking of five ex
cited and eager people snugly packed in
my jeep. They are volunteers

recruited

by Earthwatch

Institute, a NGO that
supports environmental field research.
We head for our field site in search
of bees

in the Rio de Janeiro State
countryside. As I turn a sharp curve

and approach
the bridge over the
dusty road, I see three kids on the
riverbank. They are stalking some
thing, and I soon spot the trap on a
dead branch a few meters away. For a
split second, I hesitate. Let it go, I say
to myself,

in care of five
you're
you have work to do, mind
your own business. I hit the brakes
can't help it!-and stop the jeep in the
people,

middle of the clumsy wooden bridge.
The three faces sticking out from
the tall grasses stare at me, waiting. I
signal to them to come to the car. The
chubby kid, taller and apparently the
the jeep slowly,
leader, approaches
a surly look on his face. The volunteers
stop talking. "Whose trap is that?" I
ask. "It ain't mine," the kid says. With
a firm tone I say: "Tell you what. I'm
dropping these people off and I'll be
back soon. If this trap and you three
are still here, I will call the police
with my radio" (which is nonexist
ent). The kid looks at me for a second
trying to decide whether I'm bluffing
or the gringos in an official looking
jeep are for real. I stare at him until
he growls

an "OK" and turns back to

his buddies,
shooting me hateful
looks a couple of times.
I engage the car and start moving
away slowly, staring back at them. Im
mediately the volunteers, who watched
the exchange in silence, ask me that
was about. I explain that the boys

were trappingsongbirds,an illegalbut
widespread practice in ruralBrazil. I
tell them almost everyone in the
countrysidehas cagedwild birds, and
that a good singing bird can fetch a
high price in town.Because of over
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